n Impartial VinDICATION of. 
from the ſevere Imputation he- 
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r zs a very affecting Addi- 
tion to the Variety of my 
[ R271 preſent Diſtreſs, to be al- 
i moſt daily named and re- 
Ra preſented in the Publick 
oO: x News Papers as a moſtfla= _ 
Fitious Miſcreant; in relation to the Sacri- 
fice I am made, for the Iniquity of ano- 
ther Perſon, at the laſt Maſquerade: 1 
2% iS, - | —_ 


a 7. ol 
5 e was the Reader will pardon me 

- for. troubling him with the following 
Facts, who never entertained Thoughts 
of ſtepping out of the Obſcurity I had 
reſigned myſelf toy and contented myſelf 
with, 


let ſo many Days (ſo many Ages, for In- 


nocence to be branded with Infamy) to. 


paſs over ſuch a heavy Weight of Impu- 
tation, if, from my Anguiſh 'of Mind, 
Infirmities of Body, and the Horrors of the 


" 8 
2 y . + 4 % 


Self. regard, and Truth, would not have 


Place I am in, i coald have had one In- X 


terval of Eaſe, or Health, for thar End. 


| ſooner. 


Jam fo =” "IR to lie under an Accu- 18 


ſation of defrauding the Company with 


falſe and loaded Dice, and of winning : 


large Sums of Money by thoſe Means. 


Indefenfible, and a moſt execrable Vil- 


lain! Nay, in the Eyes of all the World, 
a moſt egregious Foal, ſhould I indeed be, | 


to have any Way been an Accomplice in 8 | 
ſoatrocious, in ſo ſtupid a Perpetration z 


to deface in one Night, the univerſal Cha- 
rater of Fidelity and Impartiality, and 

of ſome Portion of Common Senſe I had 
maintained for fo many Years, - 
I declare therefore, in the Preſence-of - 
Is God, Thad no Knowledge of, or * 
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diſtributed to the Servants: That! dn 1 5 


not a Guinea with me to the Place, lor 
carried one out of it: That I play d not 


in any Shape myſelf, nor had any Concern 


directly or indirectly with any who did. 
AL; of moſt of thoſe Servants, ſaw the - 
Dice given to me by Mr. Sidney, a little 
before the Play began, after he had deli: 
vered three Setts of each of them himſelf 

for the firſt Demand. He, as unfortu- 
nately, and I am convinced as innocently, _ 
received them about Nine o Clock that 
Night, before three Witneſſes, of the Per- 


ſon whoſe Province it was 16% m of 


the Maker, and to mark, fort. and: ſeal : 


them up in Papers for Uk. 800n after 
Mr. Sidney's receiving them, he and I too 


Coach to the Maſquerade-Houſe, without 


ſtirring out of the Place, or Sight of thoſe 
Witneſſes, till the Ceach was called, and 
were there before Ten o'Clock. 

It may be abſerved, that I have Laid, 8 
the Perſon whoſe Province it was to get 
the Dice of the Maker, and mark, ſort, 
and ſeal them in Papers for Uſe.] That 
was a Province that might be thought to 


have been mine; and the Event gives me 


ü now ſeyere Reaſons to lament that it was 


1 3 5 : not 1 ; 


> — 


t 
not; and that our Confidence was b en: 
tire and abſolute in him whoſe it was, 
which, added to the Submiſſion I ſaw my 
ſelf forced to yield to, the little Confidera- 
tion had of me in other Reſpects, as ſo 

precariouſly ſituated and not circumſtanc- 
ed to contend with ſuch as thought them- 
ſelves, for that Reaſon, ſuperior to me, has 
o unhappily drawn on me the unutterable 

Sufferings I am become ſubject to. All I 
| aſſumed, was, to determine ſuch Doubts 
and Controverſies, as might happen in the. 


| Play, in which my Uprightneſs (to the 


beſt of my Judgment) and my Impartia- 
lity, are, I hope, well known, neyer to 
have been over-rul'd by any one whomſo- 
ever. I could not convey any where more 
Power than I had, and no ſmall Part of 
my Sufferings, and what moſt ſenfibly af- 
fects me, lies in the Offence fo greatly gi- 
ven to the Loſers, by ſo villainous a Ma- 
chination, and to the Gentle eman, under 
vhoſe Roof it was perpetrated; whom ra- 
ther than I would have betrayed, by a real 
"Guilt, I would have renounced Liberty, 
Life itſelf, and all this World could offer 
to me, My Attention was fixed on pre- 
yenting Attempts J fear'd from ſuch as 
might mix among the Company; far 


from fuoRing's e che flagrant Iniquity 


E; 


lay ; and purſuant to chat Care, has. 
ftriftly inſtructed the Box-keepers to 17 
8 ul on all Occaſions; to bleme, if 1 I 
any Dice marked otherways than theirs/ 
were, for that Night, ſhould « come ta their 
Hands, | They appeared, accordingly, as 
careful and diligent in that Point, as I am 
8 they were guiltleſs in the fatal 
eception I was under myſelf, Their 
Care bon ſhewed itſelf; for in a very little 
Time after the Attendance of one of them, 
he diſcovered à Dye (the only one found 
to be ſo) of a different Mark, changed for 
one of thoſe he had delivered to = Ta- 
ble; immediately he acquainted me with 
it, and gave it me to examine, as well as 
I then could: Without the evident Proof 
of cutting it, or any other Tryal, I made 
no doubt of the Purpoſe for which it was _ 
introduced; and inſtantly placed myſelf 
over the Mask I apprehended it to com 
from, and ſaid, I believe, in the Hearing 3 
of the Box-keeper, . as of the Mask 
himſelf: 4 Some Raſcal has already put 
in a Dye, if another ſuch Attempt bs 
& made, I'll expoſe him to the whole 
Company.“ By which I judged I had 
| defeated his further. Audaciouſneſs,, and | 
perhaps injudiciouſſy, and too ſecurely 
forbore to communicate it to. 1 1. the 
A + on 


4 N 7 
| 


(8 ) 7 
8 becauſe, I concluded, we con - * 
preſerve them from future Injuries of that 


ecdleſly diſcompoſe them, and induce 
them to fear what I imagined was ſo little 
to be farther fear d, by the Circumſpection 
uſed on that Head, —But I have ſomethin 8 
more to ſay to that Particular on the pro- 
per Occaſion for it. To heighten my Mic 
fortune, this unfavourable Incident has 
ſtrengthened the Torrent of Prejudice and 
Rancour that has borne me down, and 
overwhelmed me in this Gulf of Miſery. 
The Senſe and Meaning of the little De- 


Kind, and that ſuch an Alarm would 3 


fence I was permitted to make for i it, when | 
the Information was penning againſt me, 


have quite another Turn given to them; 
and my frank and honeſt Acknowledg- E 
ment, That I knew that ſingle changedDye 
to be falſe as ſoon as it came into my Poſ- 
ſeſſion, is tortured to ſignify, that I knew 
all the reſtto be ſo, and that it was with my 


Privity, that they were ſuch as they were 


found to be. I muſt ſubmit it to the 
Candid and Unprejudiced, Whether my. 

Inſtructions to the Box-keepers ; my keep- 
ing that Dye from continuing in Opera- 
tion, and whether, what I ſaid upon it, 

when it was diſcovered, and my ready de- 
livery of it- to the Magiſtrate, when it was 


asked 
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ther my ruſhing among the Gentlemen, 


in their Heat of cutting all the Dice the 
Box-keeeper had, my voluntary produ- 


cing three Setts out of my Pocket, and my 


_ declaring ſo confidently that they never had 
been unſealed or uſed; that I would'ſtake -. 
my Life on the Genuineneſs and Fairneſs * 
of them; whereas I had much more than -_ 


ſufficient Time to have quitted the Room, 


as others did, or to have ſeveral ways diſpoſ= 


ſeſsd my ſelf of them, if I had known them 


to be falſe; Iſay, I appeal to the Opinion of 


the whole World, whether thaſe Particulars. 


0 . 


infer. Innocence or Guilt, whether they - 


. 
* 


rmit a Poſſibility of my Confederac 


* 


either on that Side, or of my being aQtually | 


| what Appearances have ſo unhappily re- 


preſented me; or whether J have by real 
Guilt incurred the dreadful Inflictions I 
have fallen under? —— If it can beiinfi- 
nuated, that the Dice I delivered were not 


my 2 


asked for, can leave it credible, chat I could * 
be a Confederate with ſuch as dared to be 
ſo criminal: As I. likewiſe refign myſelt 
to the Opinion of the whole World, we- 


= 


the ſame I fo 3 or that they could © 


be carried out to be altered, an equal Im- 
poſſibility will be evident in ſuch a Sup- 


boition, from the Nature of the Thing : 


ver 


For, beſides my being known to have be- 


| [ 10 ] 
ver moved out of the Room, from the 
Time I entered it, till all was over, and 
not to have had any Mask on the whole 
Night, the Marks of the Dice (pretended 
to be made particular and new, to facili- 
tate the if any former ones 
| | ſhould be attempted to be put on us bj 
ſuch as were ſuſpected of ſuch Defigns) 
were not known either to, Mr. Sidney, 
or me, till they were committed to 
him at the Time named” above ; 
nor the Squares, on which they were 
marked, known at all, till they were 
opened in their Courſe ; ſo that Mark- 
ing-Irons, to impreſs the felf.ame Num- 
bers as they were marked with, muſt 
be furniſhed and the Alteration of them 
from fair to falſe, (the Work, for aught 
I know, of a Week) aſſigned to the Space 
of half an Hour, the Time they were in 
my Poſſeſſion, before the Play began, 
Beſides all that, the Hand-writing of the 
Perſon who delivered them to Mr. Sid- 
ney, was on all the ſealed Papers that co- 


= vered every reſpective Sett, and correſpond- 


ed to the Character on all he ſupplied us 
with. As a Proof of this, the only two 
| Setts reſerved for that Satisfaction to my- 
ſelf, as well as to all the World, were ſa 


written on; and, on on Compariſon of the 
Hand 


Th. 


Hand with his, who projided all wenſd 
there and elſewhere, and conftantly ſo 


wrote on them, was ſeen to be exactly 
the ſame. — Thoſe two Setts remai 


with me. when I went to Colonel De- 


weil's, if demanded of me by him, or 
any there, I ſhould certainly, according 
to the Openneſs I demonſtrated in every 
'Thing required of me, have given them 


up likewiſe, and have put that Proof out 


of my Power ; therefore, to preſerve them 


for it, I committed. them to Roberts, he, 


as known to be a Servant only, not being 


ſo likely to be asked for them, As ſoon 
as met in the calamitous Place that nowy 


ranks us with real factors, the Cir- 
cumſtance of the Writing was re-examin- 
ed, and has, before Witneſſes, been mark. 
ed by one or more of them, and both the 


Setts, with that Writing and Marks, given 


back to Roberts, that they may appear to 


| bethe fame, if chere ſhould be Occaſion 


for it. 

| How inſupportably 1 ſuffer for what 1 
am as innocent of, as I was at the ill- 
fated Hour that brought me into the 
World, - thoſe will judge, who can cofi- 
der what, in Soul and Body, one loaded 


with Ignominy, paſt the ſixtieth Vear of 


22 Age, aſthmatick i in his Habit, racked 
with 


* . 3 
J *. * a Ne 


ago 


1720 
with Fits of the Cholick, and contract- 
ing acute Rheumatick Pains in his Limbs, 
muſt undergo, in a Place of more Horror 
than Words can deſcribe! Suppos'd, by 
Fraud and. Villainy, to have filled his 
Pockets; yet to be tniſerable, and want 
all Things! One, who if he would have 
been a Villain, might have been rich, yer 
looks on his Condition as more eligible 
to him, with Integrity, than that of thoſe 
who may abound by their Iniquity ; one, 
. who if it be not impious to ſay fo, has : 


his being ſuch a Sacrifice, had ſhot him 


> thro' the Back; which. would have been 


leſs injurious, l cruel, and have more 
claimed the Fotgivepeſs I would grant to 
my greateſt Enemies: I ſhould then have 

only loſt a Life of too little Conſidera - 
tion to have affected any but a diſtreſſed 
Family, who dependdll on it, and now 
muſt periſh with me; but he has diveſt- 
ed me of that, which was dearer to me 
than Life itſelf, and all it could flatter 
me with. 

If theſe Truths look like Complaints 
where they are not aimed, I ſhall again 
be miſcontrued to Meanings I. am far 
from intending. My own Reflection on 


the Appearances | chat were againſt = 


* 5 
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It to wiſh that he, who is the Author of 


and the other Gentleman, who, unap= 
prehended, unſent for by the Proſecutors, 
or the Magiſtrate, flew voluntarily into 
my Sufferings, as conſcious of my Inno- 
cence as well as of his own leads me 
to impute the Reſentment of thoſe ho- 
nourable Gentlemen to their Miſconcep= 
tion of Men ſo little known to them; 
and to their natural Deteſtation of ſucha 
ſeeming Guiltineſs: And all the ſevere ' 
and contemptuous Things ſaid, and done 
to us by the worthy Magiſtrates, my Hu- 
mility bids me entirely aſcribe-to their 
known Zeal and Activity, to diſcounte- - 
nance Vice wherever they think they find 
it; perſuading myſelf, if either the Gen- 
tlemen, or they, were maturely.to ſeparate 
the Semblance of Guilt from the Reality . 
of it, that the Malignity retained againſt 
us, would change itſelf into Compaſſion 
and Regret, If the Warrant intreated for, 
to compel the truly culpable to appear, 
after his not coming on our ſeveral Meſ- 
ſages for him, could have been obtained, 
the Truth would have come to Light, 
and our unfortunate Caſe been cleared 
from the Darkneſs it is ſuppoſed to be in- 
 vwindia.. © ooo...” ha. 
I had forgot one Thing; though I 
hope none of the Three, under our 
„ Circum 


| [ 14 1 — 

Circumſtances, can be deemed an Aus 
thoy, or Acceflary to a Crime fo di- 

 - fant from our Diſpoſitions, and fo in- 

conſiſtent with the milder Judgment, ws 
truſt, will be formed of the other Accu< 
ation. that, at preſent, fits ſo heavy on 
us: I mean the Threatening Letter, - 
or Letters, which, as we are inform< 
ed, have been fo "impudently and ma- 
liciouſly reported on this Ocafion to hays 
been concerted by us. 

I as, ſolemnly declare, as I have tans 
above, I never had a Thought that 
bordered on ſuch. a Wickedneſs; and I 

am: fatisfied, J can as ſafely ſay the ſams 
for the othet two Sufferers with me, in 
| this fad Effect of our fatal Deception 3 
and, in Juſtice to whom, I cannot con- 
clude without repeating my Declara- 
tion, that I conceive them as guiltleſs 
of any Combination in the — 
— to us, as before they were 
orn. 
2 therefoie humbly hope, this ſhort 
Narrative; fo inaccurate as it muſt be 
in Diction, and fo greatly defective in 
every other Reſpect, to qualify it for 
the Peruſal of all Gentlemen of Can- 
dour, that they will pardon the At- 


tempt of ſo mean a Pen, and make 
Allows 
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Allowance for its Imperſections, arifing 
from the afflicted Condition both of 
Body and Mind; but that what I have 
wrote is Truth, without Artifice or Diſ- 
guiſe, I invoke that Omnipotent Being, 
to whom all Hearts are open, to deal 
with me accordingly in the Hour of 
Death, and at that tremendous Tribu- 
nal, where nothing can be hid from his 
Omaiſcience. 
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